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Engine Company Number 23 Fire House 1903 
220-224 West Saratoga Street 
Private 

The Engine Company No. 23 Fire House is one of the most sophisticated fire 
houses of the early 20th century in Baltimore, with a facade resembling an 
office building. It was probably designed by Theodore Wells Pietsch, an 
acknowledged local master of commercial building design in his later career. 
The fire station housed the quarters of Chief Engineer George W. Horton from 
1903 until his retirement in 1912. Horton was the Chief during the time of 
the Fire of 1904, but was not in operational command of the firemen because 
of an injury shortly after the fire started. 
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3. Classification 

congressional district 
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5. Location of Legal Description 
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l i b e r WA 3769 
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834 
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7. Description Survey No. B-2140 

Condition 
excellent 

x good 
fair 

Check one 
deteriorated unaltered 
ruins x altered 
unexposed 

Check one 
_x original site 

moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

SUMMARY: 

The Engine Co. No. 23 Fire House is a two-story brick Renaissance Revival 
building with brownstone trim, built in 1903 on the north side of West 
Saratoga Street about one-half block east of Howard Street in central 
Baltimore, Maryland. The main elevation has two principal bays dominated 
by large round-arched windows on the street level which were formerly 
the double doors for fire equipment. The two bays are separated by a narrow 
center bay with a doorway on the street level. The former fire house is 
presently used as a combined residential and office building. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

The principal elevation has Roman brick walls with double piers at the corners. 
On the street level, the piers are faced with paneled brownstone. The center 
bay is flanked by single piers, also with brownstone trim. The former truck 
doorways are round-arched with brownstone frames featuring carved bead-and-reel 
and acanthus moldings. Each has a large scroll console keystone. The openings 
are now filled with natural finish arched wood windows, added in 1981 when the 
building was converted to its present combined residential/office use. 

The central doorway is framed by brownstone pilasters and a console bracketed 
scroll pediment. The door itself is modern natural wood framing a glass panel 
with a decorative iron grille. Above the door is a semi-circular window with a 
brownstone frame repeating the moldings and consoles of the larger arches. 

A double band of brownstone: separates the floor levels. The second story 
has two large 1/1 windows in each bay flanking a narrower 1/1 window in the 
center bay.. - The window frames are brownstone carved with running and 
egg-and-dart moldings. Above each window are flaring paneled blocks. The 
cornice has several bands of moldings including dentils, acanthus, egg-and-dart, 
and wall of Troy. The wall is corbeled just below the cornice moldings. The 
roof has a parapet with urn balustrade and paneled end blocks and center bay 
blocks. A flagpole rises from the roof. 

The side and rear elevations are common bond stock brick with functional 
windows on the sides set within recessed bays. The decoration of the main 
elevation extends to the first bay on each side. The first story side 
windows have steel bars. At the rear of the building is the hose drying tower, 
covered with what appears to be modern asphalt siding. At the west side of the 
building is a large iron gate with a simple grid design. The rear elevation 
has no openings. 

• 



8. Significance Survey No. B-2140 
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Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

SUMMARY 

The Engine Company No. 23 Fire House is one of the most sophisicated fire 
houses of the early 20th century in Baltimore, with a facade resembling an 
office building. It was probably designed by Theodore Wells Pietsch, an 
acknowledged local master of commercial building design in his later career. 
The fire station housed the quarters of Chief Engineer George W. Horton 
from 1903 until his retirement in 1912. Horton was the Chief during the time 
of the Fire of 1904, but was not in operational command of the firemen because 
of an injury shortly after the fire started. 

History and Support: 

During the late 19th century, the Baltimore City Fire Department was in the 
process of a slow expansion with many delays in the appropriation of funds 
for new fire houses and equipment. The need for greater fire protection in 
the rapidly expanding retail district from Park Avenue west to.Greene Street 
was emphasized by the 1873 Clay Street fire and by numerous smaller fires 
in the area. 

By 1900, the city fire houses had assumed the form that was retained until 
the 1930's: rectangular, two-story brick buildings with arched openings for 
the equipment, and Renaissance or Classical Revival styles. Although the 
architect of Engine Co. No. 23 is not confirmed, Theodore Wells Pietsch is 
thought to have designed several City buildings, including fire houses, in the 
early 20th century. In association with Otto Simonson, he also designed several 
large office or commercial buildings, including the Paca-Pratt Building (NR), the 
Maryland Casualty Company building on West 40th Street, and the Southern Hotel. 

Pietsch's best work, however, may be the small office buildings and facades 
in which he organized several historical periods generally based on Renaissance 
precedents to form a distinctive image. Two examples of this type are the Bowen 
and King Optometrists store (B-2091) and Louie's Bookstore and Cafe (B-1997), 
both dating from 1914-1915. The fire houses Pietsch may have designed were 
built between 1900 and 1904. During this period, Pietsch possibly worked for 

(continue, please) 
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21 State Circle 
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(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



Significance, cont'd. 
Page two 

B-2140 

the City Inspector of Buildings, Edward D. Preston, under whose name city 
improvements such as fire houses were designed and built. The facades 
of the stations resemble small commercial buildings in materials and decoration, 
showing clearly the designer's effort to conform the functional fire house 
building to an urban setting. 

The Engine Co. No. 23 fire station is similar to the Engine Co. No. 31/Truck 
Co. No. 7 fire house built in 1901 on Greenmount Avenue in Waverly. It is 
possible that both were the work of the same architect, although the Saratoga 
Street station is larger and has round-arched doorway openings, which give 
it the appearance of a small office building. The Saratoga Street fire 
house, moreover, was to be the new location of the Chief Engineer's quarters 
and therefore had a somewhat larger living floor plan. It was opened on August 
17, 1903 with ceremonies attended by most of the top City officials. A Baltimore 
Sun article describing the station just before the opening stated: 

"The new engine house is considered a model of artistic beauty and 
convenience. It is two stories in height and built of burnt brick. The 
interior of the lower floor is entirely waterproof. The floor is of cement, 
the ceiling of ornamental steel, and the walls of white tiled brick. All the 
modern fire equipment has been installed, including a horse-releasing device 
which was invented by Fire Chief Horton. 

"The second floor contains sleeping quarters and toilet facilities. 
Chief Horton will have a room there and will make the house his 
headquarters..." (Sun, Aug. 13, 1903) 

Chief Engineer George W. Horton was appointed in 1901 and retired in 1912. 
The release mechanism he invented was called the Horton Trip, an electrical 
device which was activated by the watch man in each fire house which automatically 
lifted the horse stall latch or released its chain closure. The horse then 
moved into its place under the harness and the driver only had to snap the 
harness in place. The trip was installed in all City fire houses. Chief Horton 
was in command at the beginning of the Fire of February 7-8, 1904, but was shocked 
and burned slightly by a falling trolley line near Baltimore and Liberty 
Streets shortly after the fire began to spread. He was taken to his quarters 
at the Saratoga Street fire house and Second District Engineer August Emerich 
assumed official charge of the firefighters for the remainder of the fire. 
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O 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This building, conceived as an engine house, is three bays wide and two 
stories high. The facade is of stone and masonry laid in running bond. 

The middle bay of the first story is occupied by a door flanked by pilas­
ter strips. Above the door these strips Meet a bracketed cornice which, 
with the two scrolls atop it, forms a pediment. Above the door is a semi­
circular one light window within a moulded, round arch frame. A bracket 
serves as a keystone for the frame. 

Flanking bays are consumed by wooden doors within a moulded round arch 
capped by a large bracket. The spandrels are filled by triangular mould­
ings. At either end of the first story are double piers which rise the 
height of the building. In the first story, these piers have rectangular 
incisions; above the frieze-like belt which spans the facade, these piers 
are flat masonry. 

Second story windows are double hung l-over-l, and are set in flat arched 
mouldings that have key and endstones. Above the blocks atop the piers 
is a dentil row, which is in turn topped by a roof cornice. The cornice 
supports a stone balustrade'. 
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